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To  the  Norman  Cross  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report 
upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  District,  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December  1968. 

The  District  lies  mainly  to  the  south  of  Peterborough,  running 
across  the  County  from  east  to  west. 

The  main  industries  are  agriculture  and  brick-making;  there 
is  also  engineering  and  a  tar  distillery.  There  are  three  poultry  pro¬ 
cessing  premises  in  the  area.  Many  people  who  live  in  the  area  find 
their  employment  in  Peterborough. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  mid-year  population  as 
1 1,270.  This  is  a  decrease  of  140  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

There  were  220  live  births  during  1968,  giving  a  crude  birth 
rate  of  19-5  and  an  adjusted  rate  of  18-9  per  thousand  population. 
This  is  considerably  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which 
was  16*9  per  thousand  during  the  same  period. 

There  were  three  infant  deaths  during  the  year,  giving  an  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  of  14  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  18  per  1,000. 

There  were  104  deaths  during  the  year,  62  males  and  42  females. 
The  crude  death  rate  was  9*2  per  thousand  of  the  population,  but 
adjustment  brought  it  to  124  per  thousand  as  compared  to  11*9  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  high  comparability  factor  for  deaths  and  the 
low  one  for  births  indicates  what  a  large  number  of  young  married 
people  have  come  to  the  District  in  recent  years. 

The  table  showing  the  causes  of  death  is  in  a  different  form 
this  year.  This  is  because  the  Registrar-General  is  now  listing  the 
deaths  under  fifty  main  causes  for  statistical  purposes  -  conformity 
with  a  standard  list  constructed  by  the  World  Health  Assembly.  Only 
those  causes  from  which  at  least  one  person  has  actually  died  are 
shown  in  our  table. 

During  the  year  there  were  remarkably  few  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified,  only  21  in  all.  In  addition  to  this  there  were  two  new 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  demolition  of 
unfit  property. 

Improvements  were  also  made,  for  instance  all  fourteen  of  the 
Council  houses  at  Church  Lane,  Stibbington  now  have  central  heating, 
and  bathrooms  and  W.C.s  connected  to  the  new  sewers. 
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The  Comprehensive  Water  Improvement  Scheme  progressed 
steadily  throughout  the  year  and  was  almost  completed  by  1st  October 
when  the  complete  undertaking  was  handed  over  to  the  South  Lines. 
Water  Board.  We  have  some  regrets  over  this  because  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  had  been  put  into  the  project,  however  the  District 
will  benefit  for  many  years  from  the  improvements  in  water  supply 
which  have  resulted.  This  applies  particularly  to  Elton  and  Folks- 
worth. 

Work  on  the  sewering  of  Alwalton  and  Chesterton  was  finished 
during  the  year,  but  the  Elton,  Holme  and  Sibson  cum  Stibbington 
schemes  were  not  fully  completed.  A  scheme  was  prepared  for  the 
sewering  of  Folksworth  and  a  public  enquiry  was  held  in  November. 
The  result  was  not  known  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Again  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  thank  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  their  Officers  and  Staff,  and  my  Professional  Colleagues  in 
the  District,  for  all  the  help  which  they  have  given  me  during  the  year. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  .  .  ...  —  .  .  35,795  acres 

Estimated  Population  (mid  1968)  .  .  11,270 

Density  of  persons  per  acre  . 32 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1968  .  3,898 

Rateable  Value,  31/12/68  .  ......  £419,433 

Value  of  Penny  Rate,  31/3/68  .  .  £1,650 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births  .  ....  .  .  220 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  19.5 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  .  8.6 

Still-births  ....  .  ....  .  5 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ....  .  22 

Total  live  and  still-births  .  .  .  .  225 

Infant  deaths  .  .  ....  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births— total  ....  14 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  .  27 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  .  ...  Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  .  Nil 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  9.2 


INFANT  DEATHS 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Actual  Number 
of  Deaths 

2 

7 

5 

3 

6 

3 

Rates  All  Infants 

Per  1,000  Live  Births 

11.0 

36.3 

26.2 

14.3 

28 

14 

Deaths  from  Cancer  including  Leukaemia  .  .  .  20 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus  ....  ....  6 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  .....  .....  .  .  .  33 


Deaths  from  Cancer  including  Leukaemia  .  .  .  20 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus  ....  ....  6 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  .....  .....  .  .  .  33 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  .  3 


Comparison  of  rates  with  those  of  England  &  Wales. 


Per  1,000  Population 

Per  1 ,000 
LiveBirths 

Perl, 000 
TotalBirths 

Live 

Ad¬ 

justed 

Crude 

Ad¬ 

justed 

Infantile 

Still 

Birth 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Mortality 

Births 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

P^ate 

Rate 

Norman  CrossR.D.C. 

19.5 

18.9 

9.2 

12.4 

14 

22 

England  &  Wales 

— 

16.9 

— 

11.9 

18 

14 

Comparability  Factor  for  Births  .  0.97 

Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  ....  .  1.34 


(The  Comparability  Factors  are  figures  by  which  the  crude-birth  and 
death  rates  need  to  be  multiplied  so  as  to  find  the  adjusted  rates.  The  adjust¬ 
ed  rates  are  then  comparable  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  or  the 
adjusted  rates  of  any  other  place  in  the  Country. 

The  Registrar  General  calculates  the  factors  from  information  available 
to  him  concerning,  amongst  other  things,  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the 
population. ) 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  ail 
causes  (Registrar-General’s  figures)  : — 


Causes  of  Death.  Males 

Females 

Totals 

B 1 9(2)  Malignant  neoplasm, — Lung,  Bronchus  4 

2 

6 

B 1 9(3)  Malignant  neoplasm,—  Breast  _ 

— 

2 

9 

B19(4)  Malignant  neoplasm, — Uterus 

- — . 

1 

1 

B  19(5)  Leukaemia 

— 

2 

2 

B19(6)  Other  malignant  neoplasms 

5 

4 

9 

B46(l)  Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

B26  Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

B28  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

21 

12 

33 

B29  Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

— 

2 

2 

B30  Cerebrovascular  Disease 

10 

7 

17 

B46(5)  Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  system 

4 

2 

6 

B32  Pneumonia 

5 

3 

8 

R33(l)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

3 

— 

B46\7)  Other  diseases  of  Digestive  system 

1 

1 

2 

B46(8)  Other  diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

1 

1 

2 

B44  Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

1 

z 

BE47  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

3 

BE48  All  other  accidents 

2 

I 

3 

BE49  Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  injuries 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

62 

42 

104 
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The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  in  the  area  during  1968. 


Total  Deaths 


Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 


65  &  upwards 


45 


65 


35 


45 


20 


35 


15 


20 


10 
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Tuberculosis. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  . 

1—5  . 

5  —  15 . 

15—25 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  —35 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  —45 . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  —55 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  —65 . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  V.  CANT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Child  Health  Centre, 

Whittlesey  Road. 

Stanground, 

Nr.  Peterborough. 

Tel.  Peterborough  68010 
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Surveyor  &  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Office, 

12  Priestgate, 

Peterborough. 

13th  August,  1969. 


To:  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  nineteenth  Annual  Report, 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1968. 


HOUSING:  The  number  of  new  dwellings  built  since  1945  is  as  follows: 

(a)  By  the  District  Council: — 

Up  to  31st  December  1966  During  1967  During  1968 


Alwalton  4  Morborne  4 

Chesterton  2  Orton  Longueville  6 
Elton  18  Orton  Waterville  14 
Farcet  90  Stibbington  2 

Folksworth  2  Stilton  89 

Glatton  4  Yaxley  185 

Holme  26  Yaxley  (Flatlets)  29 


Totals  475 


Alwalton  17  Alwalton  21 
Holme  8  Elton  22 
Yaxley  13 


38  43 

—  - =556 


With  the  87  pre-war  and  war-time  houses,  the  Council  now  own 
643  dwellings. 

Dwellings  under  construction  by  Council: 

Farcet  -  24  Flats,  8  Houses  and  5  Bungalows. 

Plans  approved  or  in  preparation: 

Sites  at  Farcet,  Folksworth,  Stilton,  Stibbington  and  Yaxley. 
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(b)  by  Private  Developers  : — 

The  number  of  dwellings  completed  since  January,  1947  is  as 
follows  : — 


Year 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Total 

1947/52 

33 

11 

44 

1953 

20 

6 

26 

1954 

20 

26 

46 

1955 

24 

26 

50 

1956 

29 

31 

60 

1957 

16 

32 

48 

1958 

19 

16 

35 

1959 

13 

44 

57 

1960 

41 

36 

77 

1961 

30 

42 

72 

1962 

32 

59 

91 

1963 

73 

56 

129 

1964 

112 

69 

181 

1965 

133 

54 

187 

1966 

152 

41 

193 

1967 

84 

71 

155 

1947—1967 

1 

831 

620 

1451 

1 

Completed  during  1968: 


Parisei 

Houses 

Flats 

Bungalows 

Totals 

Alwalton  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Chesterton 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Elton 

-* 

l 

— 

— 

1 

Farcet 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Folksworth 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Glatton 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Orton  Longueville 

2 

3 

7 

12 

Orton  Waterville 

3 

— 

16 

19 

Stibbington 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Stilton 

15 

— 

— 

15 

Yaxley 

53 

1 

19 

73 

81 

4 

45 

130 

Total  private  dwellings  erected  since  1947  -  1,581. 

Private  dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December  1968: 

79  Houses,  53  Bungalows  and  8  Flats  =  140  Dwellings. 
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PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HOUSING 


The  completion  figures  show  a  16  per  cent  drop  compared  with 
last  year,  reflecting  the  difficult  period  through  which  the  building 
trade  is  now  passing.  Nevertheless,  construction  is  steady  and  work 
in  hand  is  satisfactory.  New  properties  show  a  good  spread  through 
the  district  and  the  reconstruction  and  improvement  of  old  properties 
is  encouraging.  Estates  at  Orton  Longueville  have  almost  been  com¬ 
pleted,  but  others  at  Orton  Waterville,  Yaxley  and  Stilton  should 
continue  for  some  years.  One  new  estate  of  40  houses  commenced  at 
Folksworth,  including  its  own  sewage  disposal  plant.  A  small  estate  of 
14  high-class  houses  commenced  at  Holme.  The  shopping  centre  at 
Broadway,  Yaxley  is  being  occupied  by  concerns  of  considerable  use  to 
the  growing  village. 

The  Building  Inspectors’  work  during  the  year  is  as  follows: 


Inspections : 

Private  Housing 

New  building  work 

3,186 

Alterations  and  additions  . . 

504 

Council  Contracts  . . 

Housing  sites 

498 

Repainting  of  houses 

139 

Improvements  (bathrooms) 
Inspection  of  Council  House 

133 

repairs 

530 

Foul  Sewer  Tests 

Satisfactory 

40 

Unsatisfactory 

3 

House  Drain  Tests  .  . 

Satisfactory 

353 

Unsatisfactory 

40 

Details  of  plans  and  applications  submitted  during  the  year  are 
as  follows: — 


New  Houses 

27 

Electricity  Lines 

9 

Bungalows 

20 

Greenhouses  and 

Garden,  Tool  and  Store 

Conservatories 

33 

Sheds 

13 

Caravan  Applications  . . 

6 

Agricultural  Buildings  . . 

9 

School  Classroom 

1 

Garages 

56 

Shops 

6 

Outline  Applications 

47 

Factories 

11 

Notices  and  Signs 

5 

Petrol  Filling  Stations  . . 

2 

New  Accesses 

5 

Miscellaneous 

19 

Alterations  and  Additions 

58 

Drainage 

22 

Offices 

10 

Estate  Layouts  . . 

7 

Total  .  .  . .  366 


COUNCIL  HOUSE  BUILDING 

The  last  three  years’  figures  show  a  record  of  steady  completions 
which  although  still  often  behind  schedule  is  nevertheless  beginning  to 
show  results  from  the  programme  made  several  years  ago. 
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At  Alwalton,  where  work  commenced  in  1966  on  24  houses 
and  14  bungalows,  progress  was  still  slow,  but  was  substantially  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  end  of  1968.  The  small  area  at  the  eastern  end  was 
prepared  for  use  as  private  development,  and  should  be  a  useful 
addition  to  this  small  village. 

The  14  houses  and  8  bungalows  at  Hayes  Walk,  Elton  were 
completed  in  July  and  made  it  possible  to  take  action  under  the  Housing 
Acts  in  respect  of  cottages  vacated. 

At  Holmewood  where  14  dwellings  and  14  garages  were  com¬ 
pleted  last  year,  co-operation  with  County  Surveyor  and  contractor 
resulted  in  spare  soil  from  roadworks  on  the  Great  North  Road  at 
Sawtry  being  delivered  to  fill  a  considerable  area  which  should  grass 
over  well  in  2  or  3  years. 

Further  architectural  work  was  done  in  connection  with  the 
20  dwellings  to  be  constructed  at  the  rear  of  Church  Lane,  Stibbington. 

At  the  Farcet  Church  Estate,  a  sewer  was  laid  across  the  main 
road  in  May  1968.  Construction  work  was  commenced  on  Stage  2  of 
this  development  in  August,  and  despite  appalling  weather  the  contractor 
has  made  good  progress.  Here  again  there  are  many  low-grade  houses 
which  can  either  be  improved  or  demolished  when  the  new  Council 
properties  are  ready.  The  24  flats  and  5  bungalows  will  be  particularly 
useful  for  re-housing  elderly  couples. 

Preliminary  investigations  were  made  during  the  year  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  a  site  for  about  50  Council  houses  at  Yaxley.  On  the  existing 
estate  at  Queen  Street,  new  hedges  were  planted  by  Council  labour. 
The  need  for  further  garage  provision  on  existing  estates  is  being 
carefully  watched.  The  Council  decided  that  in  order  to  keep  a  satis¬ 
factory  standard  on  post- 1963  estates  brick  garages  to  a  standard 
design  will  be  insisted  upon.  Where  requested  the  Council  will  build 
blocks  or  individual  garages  and  charge  an  extra  rent. 

Satisfactory  progress  was  made  with  the  installation  of  central 
heating  in  existing  Council  houses,  where  requested  by  the  tenants. 
Again  an  extra  rent  is  charged  and  the  tenant  has  the  choice  of  an 
oil-fired  fiued  convector  with  warm  air  distributed  by  grilles,  or  electric 
night  storage  heaters.  Both  Inspectors  attended  a  2-day  course  of  a 
very  practical  nature  at  the  Shell-Mex  Domestic  Heating  Centre,  so  as 
to  have  up-to-date  knowledge.  Visits  have  also  been  made  to  other 
areas  to  see  various  forms  of  heating  by  electricity  and  solid  fuel. 

HOUSING  ACTION  AND  IMPROVEMENT 

Eight  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year;  38  houses 
were  demolished,  17  being  the  result  of  Demolition  Orders  and  21  for 
other  reasons. 

Ten  of  the  demolitions  were  in  a  terrace  at  Alwalton,  the  area 
being  purchased  by  the  Council  as  part  of  the  Royce  Road  Estate. 
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Eight  Closing  Orders  were  made  and  5  undertakings  not  to 
re-let  were  obtained. 

Applications  were  received  for  4  Discretionary  and  23  Standard 

Grants. 


Good  progress  was  made  with  improvements  to  14  Council 
houses  at  Church  Lane,  Stibbington.  With  the  completion  of  this 
scheme  all  the  pre-war  Council  houses  will  have  bathrooms  and  various 
other  improvements. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  no  overcrowding 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Housing  Acts. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  comprehensive  water  improvement  scheme,  commenced  in 
April  1966,  was  still  behind  schedule  throughout  the  year,  the  delays 
with  completion  of  the  Folksworth  Reservoir  and  more  particularly 
the  remodelling  of  the  Yaxley  Booster  Station  causing  shortages  at 
Folksworth  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  terrific  rainfall  during 
the  summer  did  at  least  give  some  help  with  the  water  supply  problem, 
the  water  table  being  embarrassingly  high  throughout  most  of  the  year 
and  thus  keeping  demand  steady.  A  hosepipe  ban  was  imposed  from 
May  to  September  to  guard  against  excessive  use  of  water  on  gardens 
until  completion  of  the  improvement  scheme,  but  the  unusual  weather 
made  most  gardens  so  wet  that  no  extra  water  was  required. 

The  usual  speedy  repair  of  burst  mains  day  and  night  was  con¬ 
tinued.  The  Water  Undertaking,  in  common  with  that  of  all  the  nearby 
authorities  was  taken  over  by  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  as 
from  1st  October  1968.  The  Board  also  took  over  the  completion  of 
the  Water  Comprehensive  Improvement  Scheme.  The  take-over  was 
smoothly  done,  staff  of  Council  and  Board  working  together  for  a  time 
until  permanent  arrangements  were  made. 

During  the  year  155  domestic,  5  metered  and  71  building  supplies 
were  connected.  There  were  19  burst  mains  and  1 1  burst  services.  Water 
consumption  up  to  the  time  of  amalgamation  of  water  authorities  (1st 
October  1968)  totalled  138,355,000  gallons.  The  domestic  consumption 
was  27*8  gallons  per  head  per  day.  On  the  total  supply  the  consumption 
was  44-6  gallons  per  head  per  day.  This  is  a  very  small  increase  over 
the  previous  year,  no  doubt  because  of  the  very  heavy  rainfall  from 
July  onwards,  which  kept  consumption  down  despite  continued  building 
and  extra  sanitary  appliances  installed  upon  completion  of  soil  drainage 
schemes. 
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The  statistics  of  the  water  supply  to  the  District  are  as  follows : 


Number  of 

Number 

without 

Number 
of  houses 
supplied 

Population 

supplied 

Parish 

Premises 

Main  Water 

from  Main 

from  Main 

Alwalton . . 

106 

— 

106 

293 

Chesterton 

47 

— 

47 

142 

Denton  and 
Caldecote 

31 

3 

28 

66 

Elton 

204 

— 

204 

597 

Farcet 

392 

— 

392 

1,124 

Folksworth  and 
Washingley  . . 

108 

1 

107 

304 

Glatton  . . 

73 

2 

71 

206 

Haddon  . . 

22 

— 

22 

67 

Holme 

172 

— 

172 

470 

Morborne 

15 

— 

15 

46 

Orton  Longueville 

770 

— 

770 

2,391 

Orton  Waterville 

224 

— 

224 

637 

Sibson-cum- 
Stibbington  . . 

161 

2 

159 

458 

Stilton 

296 

— 

296 

865 

Water  Newton  . . 

32 

1 

31 

92 

Yaxley  . . 

1,245 

3 

1,242 

3,476 

Total 

3,898 

12 

3,886 

11,234 

There  are  no  street  standpipes. 

The  water  supplied  in  the  District  prior  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  South  Lincolnshire  Board  was  purchased  in  bulk  mainly  from  Peter¬ 
borough  and  was  distributed  to  all  Parishes ;  a  small  area  at  Stibbington 
was  supplied  from  the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  through  a 
main  under  the  River  Nene. 

Sixteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  were 
sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  Three  samples  were  reported  as 
unsatisfactory;  these  were  from  new  mains  which  were  re-chlorinated, 
flushed  and  re-tested  satisfactorily.  No  chemical  examinations  of  water 
were  made  during  the  year.  The  main  water  is  within  the  “very  hard” 
category  and  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

The  Fluoride  content  is  low,  being  between  0T1  and  OT  8  parts 
per  million. 
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There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  District,  but  there 
are  four  shallow  plastic-lined  beginners’  pools  at  schools  at  Holme, 
Orton  Longueville,  Stilton  and  Yaxley  and  a  larger  conventional  pool 
at  the  Orton  Longueville  School. 

DRAINAGE 

By  the  end  of  1968  drains  from  3,039  properties  had  been 
connected  to  the  public  sewers  in  Yaxley,  Parcel,  Stilton,  Orton  Longue¬ 
ville,  Orton  Water ville  (Contract  6),  Elton,  Holme  and  Sibson-cum- 
Stibbington  (Contract  9)  and  Alwalton  and  Chesterton  (Contract  14). 
Further  contract  connection  work  will  continue  in  1969. 

84  cesspools  were  abolished  and  properties  connected  to  the 
public  sewer. 

39  pails  were  converted  to  W.C.s. 

1 1  new  septic  tanks  were  provided  in  unsewered  areas. 

On  Drainage  Contract  No.  9  for  the  sewering  of  Elton,  Holme 
and  Sibson-cum-Stibbington  there  now  only  remains  remedial  works, 
minor  completion  items  and  a  few  house  connections. 

A  tender  was  approved  during  the  year  for  the  connection  to 
sewer  off  the  remainder  of  the  house  drains  in  Yaxley,  Farcet,  Stilton 
and  the  two  Ortons,  so  that  very  few  properties  in  these  parishes  will 
remain  without  a  sewer  connection  except  those  in  the  Fen  and  outlying 
areas. 


Drainage  Contract  No.  14  for  the  sewering  of  Alwalton  and 
Chesterton  was  completed  in  August  1968  except  for  maintenance 
items.  This  work  has  made  it  possible  to  connect  the  majority  of 
properties  to  the  sewer,  thus  abating  many  nuisances  and  leaving  only 
surface  water  connected  to  the  rivers.  The  new  surface  water  sewer  in 
Alwalton  was  most  useful  during  the  summer  flood  conditions.  There 
were  many  difficulties  in  this  relatively  small  contract,  but  nevertheless 
the  work  was  satisfactorily  carried  out  with  only  slight  delays  which 
were  mainly  due  to  late  delivery  of  machinery. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  presented  the  soil  drainage  scheme 
for  Folksworth  in  March  1968  and  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  on  the 
14th  November.  This  scheme  includes  a  short  spur  to  part  of  North 
Street,  Stilton  where  levels  made  connection  to  the  Stilton  sewers  an 
uneconomic  proposition.  Completion  of  this  scheme  will  fill  a  parti¬ 
cular  need,  as  this  is  a  growing  village  with  a  heavy  clay  subsoil  which 
makes  it  most  difficult  to  dispose  of  effluent  to  the  land.  This  scheme 
involves  a  new  rising  main  and  alterations  to  pumping  stations  and 
has  been  designed  in  co-operation  with  our  neighbours  the  Old  Fletton 
Urban  District  Council,  whose  treatment  works  deal  with  the  effluent. 

Now  that  the  larger  parishes  have  been  sewered  it  would  be  as 
well  to  make  a  draft  programme  for  the  smaller  parishes,  as  although 
these  often  do  not  have  the  same  urgency  as  the  more  built-up  parts 
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of  the  District,  there  are  nuisances  continually  arising  which  cannot 
be  properly  solved  without  a  sewer.  The  village  of  Glatton,  for  instance, 
is  experiencing  limited  development  and  is  another  area  where  the 
Oxford  Clay  is  very  close  to  the  surface,  making  it  almost  inevitable  that 
nuisances  will  increase. 

1968  will  probably  be  remembered  as  the  year  of  the  floods.  On 
lOth/llth  July  over  4 inches  of  rainfall  was  recorded  in  24  hours  and 
caused  havoc  all  over  the  country.  Many  roads,  shops  and  houses  were 
flooded  around  Peterborough,  but  although  roads  were  flooded  at 
Alwalton,  Orton  Longue ville,  Orton  Waterville  and  Stilton  there  was  no 
serious  flooding  of  houses  in  this  district.  Heavy  rainfall  continued 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year  with  particularly  heavy  storms 
in  August,  September  and  November  which  again  caused  flooding. 
Although  this  district  was  not  so  seriously  affected  as  some  other  areas, 
there  are  certain  works  which  require  immediate  attention.  Taking  the 
wider  view,  although  the  rainfall  was  heavy  and  at  times  concentrated 
in  a  very  short  period,  leading  one  towards  the  comforting  view  that 
“it  may  never  happen  again”,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  improved 
land  drainage,  continual  covering  of  land  with  new  buildings,  piping 
and  filling  of  dykes,  etc.,  all  lead  to  a  much  quicker  run-off  of  a  vastly 
greater  quantity  of  water.  This  is  not  a  simple  matter  to  solve  and  it 
is  obvious  that  surface  water  drainage  will  be  a  recurring  problem  to 
many  authorities  for  a  number  of  years. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  weekly  collection  rota  continued  throughout  1968,  although 
there  were  some  delays  in  July  due  to  labour  difficulties.  A  detailed 
examination  of  the  scheme  was  carried  out,  and  it  was  found  that  over 
the  last  four  years  there  had  been  over  a  25  per  cent  increase  in  the 
number  of  dustbins  collected.  A  full  report  was  prepared,  with  a  new 
rota  incorporating  a  bonus  scheme,  so  that  incentives  are  available  to 
the  collectors.  If  this  scheme  is  approved  it  should  solve  the  problems 
for  a  time,  but  it  is  clear  from  an  examination  of  national  trends  that 
continual  revisions  will  be  necessary. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967  is  now  in  force,  and  this  gives 
responsibilities  to  Local  Authorities  in  connection  with  disposal  of 
bulky  refuse,  old  cars,  etc.  Attempts  were  made  to  find  a  site  for  a  depot 
to  receive  bulky  refuse,  but  up  to  the  present  the  search  has  not  been 
successful.  From  October  1968  a  small  collection  team  has  been  at 
work  on  Saturdays,  working  on  a  rota  basis  collecting  bulky  refuse 
from  the  house;  this  service  has  been  well  received  and  in  my  opinion 
it  is  a  much  better  method  than  opening  a  bulky  refuse  receiving 
point,  provided  that  regular  collections  can  be  made.  At  the  moment 
a  circular  is  sent  to  each  house  intimating  the  date  of  the  collection, 
so  that  bulky  items  can  be  put  out  ready;  at  the  present  rate  of  collection 
each  parish  should  get  three  calls  per  year. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


100  per  cent  inspection  of  meat  was  again  recorded  at  the  Farcet 
Slaughterhouse.  There  was  again  a  considerable  increase  in  number  of 
sheep  killed  and  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs.  Sunday  meat 
inspection  ended  on  28th  April  1968  and  only  moderate  overtime  is 
now  worked. 

The  statistics  relating  to  meat  inspection  and  food  premises 

are  as  follows: — 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  OffaS  Inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Exciud-  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Pigs  Horses 

ing  Cows 

Number  killed  97  — 

3 

Lambs 

527 

4031  — 

Number  inspected 

97 

3 

527 

4031  — 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

3  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

10  — 

— 

2 

152 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  &  cysticerci 

10.31  - 

0.37 

3.84  — 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

102 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.03 

2.53  — 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

—  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

Meat  Inspection  Fees 

—  £177.  3.  9. 
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Statistics  relating  to  Food  Premises  are  as  fellows  : — 
1.  No.  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business. 


Bakehouses  Nil 

Butchers  5  \ 

Cafes  4 

Confectioner  Nil 

Fish  and  Chips  4 

General  28 

Greengrocers  1 

Public  Houses  &  Clubs  25 
Sweets  14 

Poultry  4 

Works  Canteens  5 

Vegetable  Packers  2 

Warehouse  1 


93  Premises. 

(None  has  been  counted  under 
more  than  one  heading). 


2.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


Type  of  No.  of 

Business  Premises 

Butchers  5 

Cafes  4 

Confectioners  Nil 

Fish  and  Chips  4 

General  28 

Greengrocers  1 

Public  Houses  &  Clubs  25 

Sweets  14 

Poultry  4 

Works  Canteens  5 

Vegetable  Packers  2 

Warehouse  1 

Total  93 


No.  of  Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
to  which 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 

fitted  to  comply 

Reg.  19 

comply  with 

with  Reg.  16 

applies 

Reg.  19 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

4 

4 

28 

28 

28 

1 


25  25  25 


14 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

3 

3 

5 

5 

5 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

93 

75 

75 

3.  No.  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises — 205 


4.  Any  new  Educational  activity— Nil 

5.  Method  of  disposal  of 
condemned  foods— 

stained  green  and  removed 
by  Contractor.  Subsequently 
treated  at  Waste  Products 
Plant. 

Poultry  Packing  Premises  . . 

3 

Number  of  visits 

58 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  during 
the  year  . . 

160,500 

Types  of  birds  processed  . . 

«  •  •  • 

1 57,000  hens  and  chickens 
1,500  ducks 

2,000  turkeys 
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Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 

Hens  and  chickens  average  5  per  cent  due  to  tumours  and 

E.  Coli. 

Turkeys  and  ducks  -  rejection  approximately  4  per  cent. 

All  turkeys  reared  on  own  farm. 

Discarded  birds  are  culled  during  rearing  in  the  case  of  turkeys 
and  a  small  proportion  of  the  chickens.  There  is  a  daily  removal  by 
waste  products  merchant  at  killing  days. 

One  of  the  premises  processes  ducks  and  turkeys  only  and  has 
a  frozen  food  business  with  the  catering  trade. 

One  other  business  processing  chickens  and  hens  has  a  small 
trade  to  caterers,  selling  frozen  peas  and  chips. 


Factories  Act  1961 


Premises 

No.  on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

Factories  without  power 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  with  power 

30 

46 

Nil 

Nil 

Building  sites,  etc. 

28 

50 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

58 

96 

Nil 

Nil 

Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

1 

1 

Nil 

Outworkers  —  Nil. 

4031  Visits  were  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors,  as  follows  : 


New  Buildings 

54 

Caravans 

4 

Sewers  and  Drains 

165 

Council,  Committees  and 

Rodents 

21 

Conference 

65 

Refuse  Collection 

1 66 

Vermin 

18 

Water  Supply 

126 

Interviews  2,325 

Council  Houses 

695 

Factories 

46 

Infectious  Diseases 

6 

Miscellaneous 

46 

Meat  and  Food 

205 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 

Housing  and  Public  Health 

Premises 

4 

Acts 

85 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


In  common  with  many  other  authorities  it  has  been  noticed 
that  since  the  disbanding  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  Rodent 
Control  gangs  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  rat  and  mouse  popu¬ 
lation.  If  these  dangerous  pests  are  to  be  kept  under  control  it  will 
require  more  men  in  the  field  over  the  next  few  years. 

To  gain  some  experience  of  the  likely  development  in  the 
Peterborough  Expansion  scheme,  members  and  officers  visited  Corby 
in  November,  to  see  housing  sites  built  over  the  years. 

Various  Acts  came  into  force  during  the  year,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  to  the  public  health  world  being  as  follows: 

The  Caravan  Sites  Act  1968  -  Gives  protection  to  occupiers  of 
residential  caravans.  At  a  later  date  sites  for  gipsies  will  have 
to  be  provided. 

The  Countryside  Act  1968  -  Concerning  the  provision  of 
country  parks,  picnic  and  camping  sites  and  the  sign-posting 
of  footpaths. 

Towards  the  end  of  1968  the  search  for  further  office  accommo¬ 
dation  intensified.  Part  of  No.  12  Priestgate  was  rented  for  4  years 
and  the  whole  of  the  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector’s  staff  have 
moved  in  after  minor  alterations. 


year. 


I  must  thank  the  whole  of  the  staff  for  their  help  during  the 

H.  ERIC  REEVE, 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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